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Organon of Medicine 

(Important 2marks Question Viva Questions  & Answers )  

Some topic of 1
st

 year are also given at the end part  

 

What is the meaning of Organon of Medicine? 

 Organon of Medicine means a method of scientific investigation in the field of medicine. 

 

Important features of each edition of Organon of Medicine. 

 1st edition 1810 259 aphorisms. This book was titled Organon of Rational Art of Healing & had 

Gellert's poem on the first page. 

 

 2nd edition 1819 318 aphorisms. It was titled as Organon of Healing Art Gellert's poem was replaced 

by Aude sapere. 

 

 3rd edition 1824 320 aphorisms.`Improved Edition' 

 

 4th edition 1829 292 aphorisms `Augmented & Improved Edition'. 

 

 5th edition 1833 294 aphorisms Vital force & drug dynamization. 

 

 6th edition 1921 291 aphorisms 50 Millesimal Scale. Theory of repetition of doses.                                                                        

 

What do you mean by Aude Sapere? 

 Derived from Latin words, Aude sapere means `dare to be wise' These words are found on the title 

page of the second edition of Organon of Medicine. 

 

State the cardinal Principles of Homoeopathy. 

 Law of Similia. 

 Law of Simplex. 

 Law of Minimum. 

 Principle of Drug Proving.   

 Principle of Drug Dynamization 

 Principle of Vital force. 

 Principle of Chronic diseases. 

 Individualization. 

 

What is the mission of physician according to Hahnemann ? 

 In aphorism 1, Hahnemann states that the physician's high & only mission is to restore the sick to 

health to cure, as it is termed. 

 

State Aphorism No.2 or how according to Hahnemann should  cure take place? 
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 The highest ideal of cure is rapid, gentle & permanent restoration of health or removal & 

annhilation of disease in its whole extent, in the shortest, most reliable, & most harmless way, on 

easily comprehensible principles. 

 

State the qualities which a physician should possess. 

 Knowledge of Disease. 

 Knowledge of Medicine  

 Knowledge of Therapeutic relation between Diseases & Medicine. 

 Knowledge regarding preparation of medicine with respect to its does & repetition. 

 Knowledge of the obstacles to cure. 

 

Define Vital force. 

 In aphorism 9, Dr. Hahnemann states that vital force is the spiritual, dynamis that animates the 

material body, rules with unbounded sway and retains all the parts of the organism in admirable, 

harmonious, vital operation as regards sensations & functions, so that our in-dwelling, reason-gifted 

mind can freely employ this living, healthy instrument for the higher purposes of our existence. 

 

State the Therapeutic Law of Nature. 

 A weaker dynamic affection is permanently extinguished in the living organism by a stronger one, if 

the latter whilst differing in kind is very similar to the former in its manifestations. 

 

What happens when two dissimilar diseases affect a human being? 

 (i) Of the two dissimilar diseases, if the older one is stronger, the new disease will be repelled from 

the body & not allowed to affect it. 

 (ii) Of the two dissimilar diseases, if the new disease is stronger, the older weaker disease shall be 

suspended till the new, stronger disease has run its course & then the old one reappears uncured.  

 (iii) If the two dissimilar diseases are equal in strength, as they cannot remove or cure one another, 

they shall both exist forming a complex disease with each disease occupying a particular locality or 

organ for which it has the most affinity.  

 

Who founded Isopathy & state the principle it is based on. 

 Isopathy was founded by Mr. M. Lux & it is based on the principle of equalia equalibus curentur. 

[Footnote to aphorism 56]. 

 

Who is the founder of Antipathy & state the principle it is based on. 

 Galen founded Antipathy & it is based on the principle contraria contrariis curentur. [Aphorism 56] 

 

State Brousseau's principle. 

 The footnote to aphorism 60 states Brousseau's principle as that of blood letting or applying of 

leeches, of putting patients on hunger diet, advising warm baths. 

 

What is Primary Action ? 
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 Primary Action of the drug is the disease producing effect  of the medicinal substance on the vital 

force. 

 

What is Secondary Action & state its types. 

 Secondary Action is the reaction of the vital force to the primary action of the drugs which is equal & 

in proportion to the Primary Action. Secondary Action is of 2 types. 

 (a) Secondary Counter Action. 

 (b) Secondary Curative Action. 

 

What is Secondary Counter Action ? 

 Secondary Counter Action is an equal & opposite reaction of the vital force to the Primary action of 

the drug. 

 

What is the Secondary Curative Action ? 

 Secondary Curative Action is an equal but not opposite reaction of Vital force to the Primary action 

of the drug. It is seen in case of homoeopathic mode of treatment as the drug administered is similar 

to the disease present in the body. 

 

What are alternating actions ? 

 Alternating actions are two opposite states alternating within the various paroxysms of the primary 

action itself. 

 

From Here 2
nd

 year Starts  

What are acute diseases & what are its types ? 

 Acute diseases are those which have a sudden onset, rapid progress & end in recovery or death.  

 

Acute diseases are of the following types. 

 (i) Individual - Each individual case manifests different groups of symptoms. 

 (ii) Sporadic - Here, several persons in different localities at the same time manifest similar 

symptoms.  

 (iii) Epidemic - Similar symptoms are manifested by a large number of people at the same time in 

the same locality or neighbouring areas. 

 (iv) Endemic - A disease existing in a particular area throughout the year. 

 (v) Panendemic - Epidemic involving large, contiguous areas of the world. 

 

What are psuedochronic or inappropriately named chronic diseases ? 

 In aphorism 77, Hahnemann states that psuedochronic diseases are states of ill - health brought on 

by avoidable, noxious influences like.   

 (i)  excessive indulgence in liquors or drugs. 

 (ii) prolonged abstinence from things necessary for  support  of life. 

 (iii) residing in marshy districts or living in cellars. 

 (iv) lack of exercise or of open air. 
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 (v) Constant state of worry or overexertion of mind & body. As these diseases disappear 

spontaneously, provided no other chronic miasm is already existing in the body, they cannot be 

called chronic diseases.    

 

What is dyscrasia or Define Dyscrasia 

 Dyscrasia is defective constitution resulting from alternation in body fluid especially blood giving rise 

to predisposition to many diseases. 

 

What are the most important qualities a physician should possess while taking a case, especially an 

acute case? 

 Hahnemann, in aphorism no. 83, states that for a physician to be able to individualize every case, he 

should be  

 (i) free from prejudice 

 (ii) possess sound senses. 

 (iii) attentive in observing &  

 (iv) faithful in tracing the picture of the disease. 

 

Instructions or guidelines for a physician while taking a case. 

 (i) Accurate recording of the symptoms as narrated by the patient & his relatives without 

interrupting them.   

 (ii) Noting every new symptom on a new line and later make the necessary additions in order to 

explicitly explain the symptom. 

 (iii) Even after the patient & his relatives have finished narrating their symptoms, the physician may 

ask for more detailed information without asking leading questions or questions which in themselves 

suggest answers. 

 (iv) The physician should try & ascertain the mental state of the patient which is most characteristic 

of the patient. 

 (v) Lastly, the physician should note all the observations made by him during case taking. 

Things to be avoided by the physician while case - taking. 

 (i)  The physician should avoid interrupting the patient as it interrupts the flow of thought & 

valuable information may be lost. 

 (ii) The physician should avoid asking leading questions or questions which can be answered as`yes' 

or `no'    

 

Qualities a physician should possess especially while taking a chronic case. 

 Aphorism no.98 gives the qualities to be possessed by a physician while taking a chronic case as  

 (i) having the ability to circumspect 

 (ii) to possess tact & knowledge of human nature 

 (iii) to be cautious while conducting the inquiry 

 (iv) to have patience in an eminent degree. 

What important points should be taken into consideration for case - taking of a chronic case ? 
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 (i) It is important to determine the mode of living & diet of the patient, his domestic circumstances, 

his occupation & thus determine the presence of a probable maintaining cause. 

 (ii) Also certain symptoms which may seem insignificant to the patient because of its chronicity, may 

actually prove  worthwhile for the physician. 

 (iii) In case of a female patient, menstrual history as regards to its duration, flow, associated 

complaints & obstetric history are very important & should be elicited in detail. 

 

What is Genus Epidemicus & what are its advantages? 

 During an epidemic, as similar symptoms are manifested by a large number of people in the same 

locality, the most appropriate homoeopathic remedy or the similimum derived after taking into 

consideration these similar symptoms is called as Genus Epidemicus. Advantages :- 

 (1) It saves time & labour in the following cases. 

 (2) It can be given as a preventive to the healthy individuals of the affected locality. 

 

Define Drug Proving. 

 Drug Proving is defined as the scientific method for ascertaining the pathogenetic or disease 

producing powers of drugs thereby ascertaining their curative powers. 

 

What are the qualities that a prover should possess? 

 A prover should be  

 (i) free from disease 

 (ii) delicate, irritable, sensitive. 

 (iii) trustworthy & conscientious. 

 (iv) intelligent enough to be able to describe his sensations 

 (v) free from overexertion of mind & body  

 (vi) should have no urgent business to distract his attention. 

 (vii) should devote himself to careful self observation. 

 

What are the dietary regulations to be followed by a prover? 

 Food consumed by the prover should be simple, nutritious, destitute of spices. Herb soups, salads or 

foods having medicinal properties are to be avoided. Stimulating drinks like tea, coffee, wine should 

be avoided. 

 

What are the instructions to be followed by a prover as regards recording of symptoms ? 

 (i) The prover should note the symptoms according to their  order of appearance. 

 (ii) The symptom should be recorded as regards to the time of its occurrence following ingestion of 

the drug, the period of its duration. 

 (iii) The symptom should also be noted as regards its location, sensation & modality. 

 

Who is an ideal or best prover & why ? 

 The ideal prover is none other than the physician himself because, 

 (i) the experience obtained by him during the proving becomes an incontrovertible fact. 
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 (ii) He can know & feel for himself the peculiar sensations produced by a drug which will enable him 

to easily identify these sensation when presented by his patients. 

 (iii) He improves his art of observation when he continues to observe himself over a period of time. 

 (iv) This  self - experimentation makes him  more  resistant  to disease & thus his own health 

becomes more unalterable. 

 

Define Idiosyncrasy. 

 In aphorism no.117, Hahnemann defines idiosyncrasies as peculiar, corporeal constitutions which, 

although otherwise healthy, possess a disposition to be brought into a more or less morbid state by 

certain things which seem to produce no impression or change in many other individuals.   

 

Define Susceptibility & state factors affecting susceptibility 

 Susceptibility is defined as the inherent ability of an individual to react to an external stimuli. Factors 

affecting susceptibility are  

 (i) Age & sex of the patient. 

 (ii) Pathology of disease. 

 (iii) Miasm dominant in the patient. 

 (iv) Hereditary factors. 

 

Define Indisposition. 

 Indisposition is defined as a transient feeling of unwell - being due to an alteration in diet or regimen 

& where health can be restored by correction of the altered diet or regimen. 

 

From Here 3
rd

  Organon Starts  

What are local maladies & what are their types ?  

 Local diseases are one - sided diseases manifesting on the external parts of the body. Local diseases 

are of the following types. 

 (i) Local diseases due to an external cause like diseases of mechanical origin, following trauma, 

injury. 

 (ii) Local diseases due to an internal cause - Here, the internal disease manifests itself through 

external affection of a part. 

 

What are mental diseases and state their types 

 Mental diseases are one - side diseases of psoric origin where the predominant alteration is in the 

mental faculty of the individual. Mental diseases are of the following types. 

 (i) Following the decline of corporeal or physical symptoms, the disease seems to localize to the 

mind with predominant mental symptoms. 

 (ii) Mental diseases due to prolonged worry, anxiety, fear  which later on may affect the physical 

health of the individual. 

 (iii) Mental diseases appearing suddenly precipitated by sudden fright, grief. 

 (iv) Mental diseases of doubtful origin where the disease results from faults of education, corrupt 

morals, superstition etc. 
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What is the management of emotional diseases or mental diseases due to faults of education 

superstition etc.? 

 The physician should manage such cases of mental diseases with 

 (i) a display of confidence. 

 (ii) friendly exhortations. 

 (iii) sensible advice 

 (iv) consolatory arguments 

 (v) well disguised deception. 

 

What psychotherapy or auxillary mental regimen should be given by the physician in case of mental 

diseases ? 

 In aphorism no. 228, Hahnemann has given certain important guidelines which the physician must 

follow during the psychotherapy in case of mental diseases. They are as follows:- 

 (i) To furious mania, the physician must remain calm & cool but firm. 

 (ii) To doleful lamentation, a mute display of sympathy in looks & gestures. 

 (iii) To senseless chattering, a silence not wholly inattentive.  

 (iv) To disgusting behaviour & conversation, total inattention. 

 

Define intermittent diseases. 

 Intermittent diseases are defined as those diseases where a morbid state of unvarying character 

returns at a tolerably fixed period, whilst the patient is apparently in good health, & takes its 

departure at an equally fixed period. 

 

What are the types of intermittent fevers ? 

 Intermittent fevers are of 4 types :-  

 (i) Sporadic or epidemic intermittent fevers. 

 (ii) Epidemics in non - marshy districts 

 (iii) Pernicious intermittent fevers attacking individuals in non - marshy districts. 

 (iv) Endemic in marshy districts. 

 

When should the remedy be administered in case of intermittent fevers ? 

 The  medicine should be administered immediately after the termination of the paroxysm, during 

the stage of apyrexia. If, however, the stage of apyrexia be very short or disturbed by some 

symptoms of previous paroxysm, the remedy maybe given as soon as perspiration begins to abate or 

when the symptoms of the expiring paroxysm begin to diminish. 

 

What are the dietary restrictions to be followed by a chronically ill patient ? 

 The patient should avoid, 

 (i) all excesses in food, salt, sugar, spirituous liquors 

 (ii) all herbal teas or soups and vegetable or spices having medicinal value. 

 (iii) decomposed meats or cheese. 
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What regimen should be advised in chronic diseases ? 

 (i) The patient should avoid a sedentary life 

 (ii) They should live in well ventilated & lighted rooms. 

 (iii) The patients should avoid staying up long at nights, excess debauchery, uncleanliness.    

 (iv) They should not dwell in marshy districts or damp rooms. 

 

Diet & regimen in acute cases 

 (i) The desires of the patient should be gratified within moderate limits.  

 (ii) He should be kept comfortable as regards temperature  of  the room & his clothing. 

 (iii) He should avoid overexertion of mind & body. 

 

What is potentisation or dynamization ? 

 Potentisation is a process by which the medicinal or curative powers of substances are aroused. The 

two commonly known methods are trituration where the vehicle used is dry (i.e. sac lac or sugar of 

milk) & other is succussion where the vehicle used is a fluid i.e. alcohol. 

 

State method of potentisation by succussion. 

 To two drops of fresh juice of plant or vegetable are added 98 drops of alcohol in a phial & 

succussed two times. This gives the first power or first potency. Further potencies are prepared by 

taking a drop of previous potency & adding 99 drops of alcohol it & succussing it twice. 

 

State method of potentisation by trituration. 

 To 1 grain of powdered medicinal substance, 100 grains of sugar of milk have to be added but this 

vehicle is added in three parts. To 1 grain, first 1 part of vehicle is added & mixed for 1 minute with 

spatula. Then his mixture is further thoroughly mixed with a pestle for 7 minutes & then scraped 

with the spatula for 3 minute. This whole 10 minute procedure is repeated again. This 20 minute 

procedure is repeated each time with the remaining 2 parts of vehicle. For preparing the next 

potency 1 grain of the previous potency is triturated with 100 grams (similarly divided into 3 parts) of 

sugar of milk. Indications for magnetic therapy, electrical therapy & galvanism  

 (i) Diseases of sensibility & irritability 

 (ii) Abnormal sensations 

 (iii) Involuntary muscular movements. 

 

What is used for magnet therapy & state its antidote. 

 The north & south pole of a magnet have been potentized & proved & thus can be used as 

homoeopathic remedies. Antidote to a violent action is the application of a plate of polished zinc. 

 

What is the principle of Mesmerism & state the conditions where mesmerism can be indicated. 

 In aphorism no. 288, Hahnemann states that in mesmerism, the vital force which may have 

accumulated in one part of the body is replaced or equally distributed to those parts which are 
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deficient in vital energy thus bringing about an equilibrium. It is indicated in cases of old ulcers, 

amaurosis, paralysis of single organs. 

 

What is negative mesmerism ? 

 Negative mesmerism is a procedure by which the excess of vital force accumulated in individual 

parts of the system is discharged. 

 

Describe the procedure of pass? 

 A pass is performed by making a rapid motion of the flat, extended hand which is held parallel to & 

about an inch away from the body. The pass is made by moving the hand from the top of head to 

tips of toes. 

 

What caution should be observed during mesmerism ? 

 The individual being mesmerized either positively or negatively, should not wear silk on any part of 

the body. 

 

What is the procedure of massage ? 

 In case of chronic invalid suffering from loss of flesh, or in cases of weakness of digestion or lack of 

sleep due to slow convalescence, the muscles of limbs, breast & back may be separately grasped, 

moderately pressed & kneaded to arouse the life principle & restore the tone of muscles, blood & 

lymph vessels.  

 

Give the indications where baths can be used as remedial agents. 

 In aphorism no. 291, Hahnemann advises pure water baths in acute diseases & for patients 

convalescing from chronic diseases. The lukewarm baths arouse the benumbed sensibility of the 

nerves while cold baths are useful in persons with deficient vital heat. The temperature, duration & 

repetition of bath vary according to each individual patient. 

 

State Hering's Law of Direction of Cure. 

 Hering's Law of Direction of Cure states that,`Cure should take place from above downwards, from 

within outwards, from more important to less important organs & in the reverse order of their 

appearance'. 

 

What are Acute Miasms & state its types 

 According to Dr. Kent, Acute miasms are those which affect the vital principle, pass through a 

prodromal period, have a period of progress & of decline & in which there is a tendency to recovery.  

 

Acute Miasms are of 2 types :- 

 (i) Fixed miasm - which attack individuals only once in a lifetime e.g. small pox, mumps. 

 (ii) Recurring miasm - which attack individuals several times e.g. intermittent fever, cholera.  

What are Chronic Miasms & state its types. 
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 Chronic miasms are those infectious principles which dynamically derange the organism and are 

responsible for the occurrence of chronic diseases. They are of the following types :- 

 (i) Non - venereal miasm; Psora, which is characterized by itch & eruptions on skin. 

 (ii) Venereal miasms; Sycosis & Syphilis where Sycosis is characterized by figwarts, condylomatas & 

other excessive growths along with gonorrhoeal discharge from urethra. Syphilis is characterized by 

the venereal chancre, suppression of which causes ulceration & destruction of deeper tissues. 

 

Define Drug. 

 Drugs are substances which possess the power of altering an individual's state of health. 

 

Define Medicine 

 Medicines are those which are prepared from drugs under definite pharmaceutical formulae & 

procedures. 

 

Define Basic Symptom. 

 Basic symptoms are general symptoms which appear in every proving and are the common 

symptoms which help in diagnosing a disease e.g. fever, vomiting. 

 

What are Pathognomonic Symptoms? 

 Pathognomonic Symptoms are those symptoms which are characteristic of a particular disease & 

hence also help in the differential diagnosis of disease. 

 

Define Pathogenetic symptoms? 

 Pathogenetic Symptoms are those which point to the causative factor or origin & development of 

disease. 

 

What are common & characteristic symptoms ? 

 Common symptoms are those symptoms which are exhibited in many patients & also seen in 

provings of many drugs e.g. weakness, headache. They are not useful for individualization. 

Characteristic symptoms are those peculiar, rare, strange, unique symptoms which help to 

individualize not only the patient but also a remedy as they occur in few patients & are seen in 

provings of few drugs. e.g. thirstlessness during fever, complaints changing sides of body. 

 

What are general symptoms ? 

 General symptoms are those symptoms which pertain to an individual as a whole. e.g. Thirst, 

craving aversions. 

 

What are particular symptoms ? 

 Particular symptoms are those symptoms pertaining to a part or organ of the body. e.g. legs, ears, 

eyes etc. 

 

What are chief symptoms ? 
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 Chief symptoms are the presenting symptoms of the patient for which he seeks relief. 

Define concomitant symptoms. 

 Concomitants are those symptoms which occur with the chief complaint of the patient but are not 

pathologically related to the chief complaint. 

 

What is a complete symptom ? 

 A complete symptom is one which is complete as regards to location, sensation, modality & 

concomitant. 

 

Define clinical symptoms. 

 Clinical symptoms are those which do not appear in the proving of a drug but are nonetheless 

relieved by the same drug when given for another purpose. 

 

Define totality of symptoms. 

 Totality of symptoms is defined as the outwardly reflected picture of the internal essence of the 

disease. 

 

What is surrogation ? 

 Surrogation means the use of one remedy with similar symptoms in place of another However, as 

the pathogenetic powers of each remedy varies, no remedy can be used instead of another remedy. 

 

What are accessory symptoms ? 

 Accessory symptoms are those symptoms which occur following the administration of a partially 

indicated medicine. After the removal of symptoms of disease which matched with the medicine, 

certain symptoms of the medicine persist i.e. the accessory symptoms. 

 

What is Homoeopathic aggravation ? 

 Following the administration of the similimum, the medicinal disease produced in the individual is 

much stronger than the natural disease. Hence, there is seemingly an intensification of the disease 

symptoms which patient feels acutely as an aggravation of his diseased state This is known as 

homoeopathic aggravation & is a good prognostic indicating the accuracy of the medicine. 

 

Define Second Prescription. List the possible second prescriptions that can be made. 

 Second prescription is defined as the prescription after the one that has acted. The second 

prescription can be either of the following. 

 (i) Repetition of the first prescription 

 (ii) Change in potency of the same medicine 

 (iii) Antidote to first prescription 

 (iv) Change of remedy 

 (v) Complementary to the first prescription. 

 (vi) Cognate remedy 

 (vii) Change of plan of treatment. 
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What are the criteria for selection of potency ? 

 Potency selection is made on the basis of  

 (i) Susceptibility of the patient 

 (ii) Nature of the disease 

 (iii) Nature of the medicine 

 (iv) Similarity of medicine with disease 

 (v) Previous treatment taken. 

 

List Dr. Kent's Observations. 

 1st observation - A prolonged aggravation & final decline. 

 2nd observation - Prolonged aggravation but slow & final improvement. 

 3rd observation - A quick, short & strong aggravation with rapid improvement of the patient. 

 4th observation - No aggravation with recovery of patient. 

 5th observation - Amelioration in the beginning followed by aggravation. 

 6th observation - Too short relief of symptoms 

 7th observation - Amelioration of symptoms yet no relief of the patient. 

 8th observation - Symptoms of remedy administered appear  

 9th observation - Action of medicine upon provers 

 10th observation - Appearance of new symptoms 

 11th observation - Old symptoms of patient reappear 

 12th observation - Symptoms take the wrong direction. 

 

Define Individualization 

 Individualization is defined as the process of separating or identifying an individual from other 

similar individuals. 

 


